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Selectmen's  Report 


VALUATION  OF  THE  TOAVN,  APRIL  1,  1887, 

$236,950  00 

13,600  00 

8,230  00 

11,730  00 

890  00 

oOO  00 

lo  00 

275  00 

1,140  00 

9,000  00 

17,850  00 

3,490  00 

300  00 


Real  estate, 

No.  of  polls. 

136, 

Horses, 

120, 

Cows, 

420, 

Oxen, 

16, 

Other  neat  stock, 

25, 

Sheep, 

4, 

Hogs, 

26, 

Carriages, 

20, 

Stock  in  public  funds, 

Money  on  hand  and  at  interest. 

Stock  in  trade. 

Mills, 

Total  valuation,  $303,970  00 

On    which   Aaluation  the    selectmen    have    assessed   tiie    following 
amount : 

State  tax,  ,$628  00 

County  lax,  634  17 

Town  tax,  400   30 

School  tax,  549  50 

Percentage,  109  34 

Non-resident  highway  tax,  144  15 

Dog  tax,  57  00 


Total  amount  in  collector's  warrant,  $2,522   1  6 


The  selectmen  have  received  and  paid  into  the  treasury  the  follow- 
ing sums  : 

State  railroad  tax,  $70  70 

Savings  bank  tax,  96  34 

Literar}^  fund,  49  58 

From  county,  4  25 

Choice  of  lots  in  cemetery,  12  GO 


$232  87 


The  selectmen  have  given  orders  on  the  treasurer  as  follows 


SCHOOLS. 


To  board  of  education, 
Conley's  school  tax, 


BRIDGES. 
Edson  E.  Peaslee,  lumber  on  bridge  near  W.  F.  Knight, 
George  A.  Page,  lumber. 


SNOW  BILLS 

I.  W.  Stickney, 

District  No.  1, 

Daniel  AY.  Goodnow 

2, 

James  M.  Nesmith, 

4, 

William  F.  Knight, 

"           5, 

George  A.  Page, 

"           *', 

Albert  Little, 

"           7, 

Daniel  Hitchcock, 

8, 

Alonzo  J.  Hall, 

9, 

Otis  S.  Merrill, 

10, 

John  W.  Pettengill, 

"         11, 

)1  85 
1   15 


$693  00 

$11   12 
3  00 

$14  12 


$10 

55 

18 

00 

7 

65 

19 

00 

4 

72 

18 

45 

4 

81 

6 

32 

18 

98 

6 

43 

5114   91 


5 

NON-RESIDENT  HIGHWAY  TAX  EXPENSES  IN  LABOR  ON 

ROADS. 


I.  ^Y.  Stickney,         District  No 

.  1, 

$8  71 

Daniel  W.  Goodnow, 

u 

2, 

1  95 

George  A.  Page, 

(( 

6, 

4  35 

Daniel  W.  Goodnow, 

u 

7, 

4  20 

Alonzo  J.  Hall, 

(( 

9, 

8  51 

Otis  S.  Merrill, 

a 

10, 

50  70 

$78  42 

Non-resident  highway 

receipts. 

30  17 

$108  59 
35  55 

Non-resident  highway  tax  in  cash, 

$144  14 

ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES, 

Samuel  Johnson,  dog  tax,  1886,  $1  00 

Samuel  French,  poll      "       "  1  19 

John  W.  Little,    ''•        "     1885,  1  23 


MISCELLANEOUS, 
J.  D,  P.  Wingate,  piinting  reports, 
James  H.  Baehelder,  stationery, 
C.  B.  Sargent,  repair  of  scljool  house, 
Gyles  Merrill,  rent  of  hall, 
Wyman  B,  Knight,  ringing  bell, 
George  P.  Dow,  watering  trough, 
John  Little,  "  " 

C.  B.  Sargent,  repairs  of  school  house.  No.  1, 
C.  H.  Fellows,  glass  for      "  *'  " 

A.  J.  Hall,  guide  post, 
E.  N.  Greenough,  paying  state  and  county  tax. 


$3  42 


$16 

50 

3 

00 

11 

17 

30 

00 

35 

00 

3 

00 

3 

00 

1 

50 

65 

1 

00 

2 

75 

$107  57 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 

School  board,  $25  00 

S.  B.  Mason,  town  and  district  clerk,  14  00 

Oilman  Greenough,  treasurer,  15  00 

W.  B.  Wason,  collector,  37  82 

Isaac  E.  Hovey,  auditor  for  1884,  1  50 

John  H.  Mason,  selectman,  16  00 

George  A.  Page,         "  22  00 

E.  N.  Greenough,       "  25  50 


6156  82 


LIST  OF  UNPAID  TAXES 

For  the  year  1887,  published  agreeably  to  a  vote   of  the  town  at  the 
last  annual  meeting. 

E.  P.  Hoitt,  $13  37 

RECAPITULATION. 


Amount  in  collector's  warrant. 

$2,522 

16 

Received  from  other  sources. 

232 

87 

$2,755  03 

Paid  on  account  of  schools, 

$693 

00 

Bridges, 

14 

12 

Highways, 

108 

59 

Snow  bills, 

114 

91 

Abatement  of  taxes, 

3 

42 

Miscellaneous 

expenses, 

107 

57 

Town  officers. 

156 

82 

State  tax, 

628 

00 

County  tax, 

634 

17 

$2,460  60 

Leaving  a  balnnce  in  favor  of  the  town,  $294  43 

EDWARD  N.  GREENOUGH, 
GEORGE  A.  PAGE, 
JOHN  K.  MASON, 

ISdectmcn  of  AtJcrnson . 


COLLECTOR'S  REPORT. 

The  collector  charges  himself  with —  $2,522  16 

Aud  credits  himself  by  receipts  of  treasurer,    $2,446  61 

Bv  non-resident  highway  receipts,  30  17 

2,476   78 


Balance  in  hands  of  collector,  $45  38 

W.  B.  AVASON, 

Collector. 

TREASURER'S  REPORT. 

The  treasurer  charges  himself  with — 

Cash  on  hand,  March  1,  1887, 

Received  from  state  railroad  tax, 

Savings  bank  tax. 
Literary  fund^ 
County  of  Rockingham, 
Sale  of  cemetery  lotSj 
Collector  of  1884, 
1886, 
1887, 


$23 

35 

70 

70 

96 

34 

49 

58 

4 

25 

12 

00 

1 

20 

100 

52 

2,476 

78 

He  credits  himself  as  follows 


By  paying  state  tax, 

$628  00 

County  tax. 

634  17 

Selectmen's  orders, 

1,164  18 

Non-resident  highway  receipts, 

30  17 

^2^834  72 


2,456  52 
Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  $378  20 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

Due  from  taxes  of  1882,  $14  27 

1884,  25  20 

1885,  21  41 
1887,  45  38 

Cash  in  treasury,  378  20 

Balance  in  favor  of  the  town,  $484  46 

GILMAN  GKEENOUGH, 

Treasurer. 
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ANNUAL    REPORT 


OF   THP] 


BOAED   OF   EDUCATION 

OF  TUly       yf    , 

TOWX   OF   PLAISTOW. 


As  the    law  directs  the  following   rei)()it  for  the  year  ending  March 
1,  1888  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SCHOOLS  NOS.  1  AND  3. 
In  order  to  increase  the  length  of  the  schools,  it  was  deemed  best 
that  these  two  be  united.  This  did  not  seem  to  be  very  impracticable 
or  unreasonable,  as  nearly  all  of  the  scholars  lived  within  a  mile  or 
less  of  either  school  house.  The  slight  inconvenience  to  a  few  (more 
than  compensated  for  by  the  privilege  of  attending  the  Academy 
after  the  close  of  the  other  schools)  can  easily  be  overlooked  when 
we  consider  that  by  this  union  the  length  of  each  school  in  town  was 
increased  three  weeks.  There  were  two  terms  of  nine  and  seven 
w^eeks,  beginning  April  25  and  Sept.  oth  respectively.  Miss  Annie 
G.  Emerson  of  Haverhill,  Mass.,  was  the  teacher.  She  fully  main- 
tained her  previous  record  as  an  able,  skillful  educator  of  youth. 
The  discipline,  notwithstanding  the  larger  number  of  scholars  on 
account  of  the  uuion,  deserves  special  notice.  There  were  no  bois- 
terous outbursts  at  recess  or  dismissal.  As  good  order  is  indispen- 
sable, and  an  almost  certain  indication  of  a  good  school,  so  the  com- 
pleted work  proved.  The  examinations  of  an  interesting  character 
gave  evidence  of  industry  and  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  teacher  and 
scholars.     The    method   of    instruction   used   is    commendable.     For 
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instance,  after  a  class  has  read,  giving  each  word  the  proper  pro- 
nunciation aad  emphasis  if  needed,  and  each  sentence  appropriate 
inflection,  books  are  closed,  and  a  process  of  thorough  questioning 
begins ;  and  ever}'  thought  suggested  by  the  lesson  is  brought  out  and 
impressed  on  the  minds  of  the  pupils. 

During  the  first  term  the  schoolhouse  at  the  Centre  was  used,  and 
the  second,  the  East  road  school  house. 

SCHOOL   NO.    2. 

This  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Mary  E.  Eaton  of  Haverhill, 
Mass.  There  were  two  terms  of  nine  and  seven  weeks ;  the  first 
beginning  April  2.3th,  and  the  second  Sept.  12th.  Miss  Eaton 
having  taught  here  several  years  has  become  well  acquainted  with  the 
parents  and  scholars,  and  therefore  knows  the  needs  of  the  school, 
and  understands  how  to  deal  with  each  individual.  Hence  there  is  no 
loss  of  time.  Direct!}'  upon  opening  school,  work  begins  and  pro- 
ceeds quietly  and  harmoniously  till  the  close.  The  exauiiuations 
showed  that  steady  progress  had  been  made  in  all  branches  of  study 
pursued.  The  subject  of  temperance  had  evidently  received  some 
attention.  Vocal  music  was  prettily  rendered ;  which,  indulged  in 
occasionally,  though  considereil  by  some  people  a  waste  of  time, 
is  undoubtedly  enlivening  and  restful  to  the  mind  of  the  pupil ;  just 
as  physical  exercise  invigorates  and  renews  after  continued  mental 
exertion.  The  recitations  of  the  pupils  were  choice  and  interesting, 
containing  many  sentiments  wliicli  impressed  on  the  youthful  mind, 
will  be  retained  through  life,  leavening  and  influencing  all  subsequent 
ideas  which  may  be  grasped. 

SCHOOL   NO.    4. 

The  spring  term  of  this  school,  beginning  May  2d,  and  ending 
Julv  1st  was  taught  by  iNIiss  M.  Ella  Hoitt  of  this  town.  The  school 
appeared  very  well  on  the  occasion  of  our  first  visit,  and  as  far  as 
appearances  went,  promised    to    be    a   succe&s.     Ihit,  either   from    a 
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want  of  tact  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  or  au  indisposition  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  pupils  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  situation,  or 
from  some  other  cause,  it  hardly  met  our  expectations.  We  think 
that,  as  a  general  rule,  it  is  not  good  policy  for  a  teacher  to  make  a 
beginning  in  their  own  neighborhood,  having  scholars  who  perhaps 
may  have  been  their  fellow  pupils  or  members  of  the  same  family, 
and  who  are  naturally  averse  to  l)eing  governed  by  one  with  whom 
they  have  })reviously  associated  on  terms  of  equality.  We  see  no 
reason' to  doubt  but  what  the  teacher  might  have  been  successful  had 
she  taught  in  some  other  locality. 

The  fall  term  of  seven  weeks  in  leugth  was  taught  by  Miss  Nora 
1).  (ireen  of  Chester,  a  former  teacher  of  the  school,  and  under  whose 
judicious  management  everything  appeareci  harmonious  and  satisfac- 
tory. The  order  was  excellent,  and  both  teacher  and  pupils  seemed 
united  in  the  effort  to  make  the  sciiool  a  success.  The  closing  exam- 
ination showed  that  even  with  a  small  number  of  pupils  and  a  short 
term,  much  can  be  accomplished  under  such  favorable  conditions  as 
existed  in  this  school. 

SCHOOL    NO.    o. 

Both  spring  and  fall  terms  of  this  school  were  taught  by  Miss 
Minnie  C.  Townsend  of  Hampstead.  This  was  Miss  Towusend's 
first  attempt  at  teaching,  and  considering  her  youth  and  inexperience, 
we  think  she  succeeded  as  well  as  we  could  reasonably  expect.  The 
final  examination  was,  as  usual,  well  attended  by  the  parents  and 
other  friends  of  the  school,  and  the  exercises  were  very  creditable  to 
both  teacher  and  pupils. 

It  is  worthy  of  mention,  as  showing  the  interest  of  the  pupils  in 
their  school,  that  although  some  nf.  the  scholars  reside  more  than  a 
mile  from  the  school  house,  nearly  three  fourths  of  their  number  were 
not  tardy  nor  absent  for  a  single  half  day  in  a  term  of  nine  weeks  in 
length. 
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THE  acadp:my. 

The  district  at  its  last  annual  meeting  having  voted  the  sura  of 
three  hundred  dollars  for  the  support  of  the  Academy  during  the  past 
year,  perhaps  some  reference  to  the  school  may  not  be  out  of  place 
.  in  this  report.  We  would  therefore  briefly  state,  that  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr.  Emerson  the  member  of  the  board  -who  visited  the  school  at 
different  times  while  it  was  in  session,  it  fully  met  the  expectations 
of  its  many  friends,  and  fully  sustained  its  previous  reputation  as  an 
institution  of  learning.  He  also  reports  the  oider  and  methods  of 
instruction  as  being  satisfactor}'. 

As  the  question  of  further  contributing  a  part  of  the  school  money 
for  the  support  of  this  school  is  to  come  before  our  citizens  at  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  district,  argument  on  the  part  of  the  School 
board,  either  for  or  against  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  continuing  the 
present  arrangement  would  seem  to  be  unnecessar}', 

OILMAN  GREENOUGH, 
HERBERT  N.  SAWYER, 
GEORGE   E.    EMERSON. 

School  Board. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT. 


NO.    OF    SCHOOLS. 


1.3 


4   I    5 


No.  of  weeks,  Spring  term. 

"     '•  "       Fall  Term, 

Whole  No.  of  Scholars,  Spring  Term, 

Fall 

No.  of  Scholars.  Reading, 
Spelling, 


I  St  term, 
2d       " 


ist 

2d 
Penmanship,   ist 

2d 
Arithmetic,      ist 

2d 
Geography,     ist 

2d 
Grammar,        ist 

2d 
Bookkeeping,  ist 

2d 
History,  ist 

2d 
Music,  ist 

2d 


1 

9 

9 

7 

7 

21 

9 

II 

i8 

21 

11 

9 

iS 

21 
I  I 
21 

9 

iS 

6 

II 
21 
11 

15 

9 

i8 

7 
3 

4 
9 

2 

— 

3 

1 

21 
11 

I 

9 

15 

7       V 
7       9 


9 

JO 

9 
10 

7 
8 

7 
9 
4 
4 


No.  of  Visits  by  School  Board, iS 

•'     Citizens, 132 


